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do it through women. Woman I hold is the personification of self-
sacrifice, but unfortunately today women do not realize what a
tremendous advantage they hold over men. As Tolstoy would say,
they are labouring under the hypnotic influence of man. If they
would realize the nobility of non-violence, they would not consent
to be called the weaker sex.

Tolstoy and Ruskin renewed my faith in things which I had
only darkly felt.

Q, What is the difference between non-resistance and your resistance
without violence?

A. It has been often said that the doctrine of non-violence
I owe to Tolstoy. It is not the whole truth, but there again I derive
the greatest strength from his writings. But as Tolstoy himself
admitted, the non-resistance method I had cultivated and elabo-
rated in South Africa was different from the non-resistance Tols-
toy had written upon and recommended. This I say in no dero-
gation of Tolstoy's fame. He is not an apt pupil who will not
build upon foundations laid by his teacher for him. He only
deserves a good teacher who would add to the legacy that teacher
would leave for him. I should be an unworthy son to my father
if I should not add to my inheritance, and so I have always
regarded it as a matter of pride that, thanks be to God, what I had
learned from Tolstoy has fructified a hundredfold. Tolstoy talked
of passive resistance largely, but non-resistance elaborated in
Transvaal was a force infinitely more active than resistance that
an armed man can devise and, I am glad to recall the fact that in
a long letter he wrote to me unsolicited he said that his eyes
were fixed upon me wherever I was. And if you will study the
movements in South Africa and India, you will find how this
thing is capable of infinite expansion.

o_.    Is not non-resistance submission?

A. Passive resistance is regarded as the weapon of the weak
but the resistance for which I had to coin a new name altogether
for want of a phrase in the English language and not to have this
mixed up with non-resistance, namely, esatyagraha', is not con-
ceived in any shape or form as a weapon of the weak but as a
weapon of the strongest. But its matchless beauty is that it can be
wielded by the weak in body, [by the] oldest and even by children if
they have strong hearts and, since resistance through satyagraha is
offered through self-suffering, it is a weapon open pre-eminently to
women. And we found in actual experience in India last year that
women in many instances surpassed men in suffering. And chil-